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Club committee
Mike Regan         (president@scalemodelswellington.org.nz)
Grant Matchett (secretary@scalemodelswellington.org.nz)
Bruce Patchett  (treasurer@scalemodelswellington.org.nz)
Richard Alexander (editor@scalemodelswellington.org.nz)
Rick Lowe
Ian Middleton
Kevin Trew
 
You can reach the committee easily via email - individual 
email addresses are listed above, and you can contact the whole 
committee using:
• contact@scalemodelswellington.org.nz

About us
Connections is the monthly newsletter of Scale Models 
Wellington IPMS Incorporated. Scale Models Wellington 
is a society for model-makers of all types from the Greater 
Wellington area and elsewhere in the country.

We welcome new members - drop us a line using the email 
address opposite, or come along to a meeting if you’re interested.

We meet on the last Wednesday of every month except December, 
at the Johnsonville Community Centre Trust Room, upstairs on 
Moorefield Road, Johnsonville. Meetings start at 7.30pm and 
finish around 9.30pm.

Find us online
• scalemodelswellington.org.nz

• facebook.com/groups/scalemodelswellington

Contributions
We welcome article submissions, tips, and small ads - please 
email your text and accompanying images to the editor at:

• editor@scalemodelswellington.org.nz
The submission deadline for each month’s issue is the second 
Tuesday of the same month.

Images should be high quality, high resolution JPEGs. You don’t 
need to spend time formatting your text, but you must credit 
your sources for text, data and images.

Please make sure you have permission to use any images which 
you do not own.
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Front cover: 
Custom bike from January Club night - brand, scale, and 
modeller unknown!  Photo:  Kevin Trew. 
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Club DAtes
Events calendar
28 February - Club meeting

28 March - Club Annual General Meeting

21/22 April - Model Expo

From The Editor
I wasn’t able to attend the January Club night, and Kevin Trew has 
very kindly provided the Show and Tell images.  Unfortunately 
there wasn’t a register taken of the models on display, so this 
month the images don’t have any details with them!  I do know 
some of the work from the Facebook group so I have included 
details where I can, but if you are keen to claim credit for your 
work then please drop a line to editor@scalemodelswellington.
org.nz and we’ll print it in the next edition.

Aaron

Assistant Editor

Back cover:   Model Expo poster designed by Will Vale
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Club NEws 
Annual General Meeting

The AGM will be held on the Club night on 28 March 2018.

Anyone can put a motion to the membership, but the Club’s 
constitution requires that notice of motion must be given one 
month before the AGM.  If you have anything that you want 
to put to the membership at the AGM, please submit it to ed-
itor@scalemodelswellington.org.nz and the editorial team will 
coordinate notices of motion with the committee.

Notice of Motion
Remove the Editor from the list of Club Officers
 
The role of Editor was added to the list of Club Officers when 
the Porters had two of the executive roles so that we could have 
an additional person as cheque signatory. 
 
However, with having an issue replacing the Editor last year 
causing us a constitutional crisis, we are wanting to go back to 
where we were before, with the Editor not being an Officer, but 
just being a member of the Committee.
 
Proposed amendment to section 7(a):

7 (a) The Officers of the Society will be as follows:
• President
• Secretary
•Treasurer
•Committee Members – at least 2 - and the Editor will be 
appointed from within the Committee.

Build the Same Kit 2018

BSK 2018 will follow the same timetable as last year:

- May: Voting & start of building
- July: Judging
- August: Prizegiving

Nominations are now open for the kits to be built - first sug-
gestions are 1/48 Aircraft from Airfix like the new Mustang 
and Sea Fury kits.  The only criteria are that the kit should be 
new enough that members don’t already have it, and that it is 
available from local suppliers.

Disclaimer
Opinions expressed in a newsletter article are solely those of the article’s author and do not necessarily reflect the policy and the 
rules of Scale Models Wellington IPMS Incorporated. 

The editor reserves the right not to publish material which may bring Scale Models Wellington IPMS Incorporated into disrepute, 
and may edit copy to fit the newsletter. Anonymous, abusive or offensive material will not be published. 

Articles published in this newsletter may be republished if the source and author are acknowledged.

Club Venue

When? 
Last Wednesday of each month at 19.30.

All meetings for 2018 will be at the new location.

Where? 
Trust Room at the Johnsonville Community Centre, 3 
Frankmore Avenue, Johnsonville.

How do I get there? 
Exit SH1 north- or south-bound at Johnsonville and once 
you get to the main roundabout turn down Moorefield Road. 
The Community Centre will be on your right, and you can 
get to the Trust Room from the Moorefield Road entrance.

Car parking? 
Parking is available around the Community Centre building, 
on Frankmoore Avenue and Moorefield Road. Additional 
parking can be found across Moorefield Road by Johnsonville 
railway station and in the Mall car-park.

Room location? 
Enter the Community hall from the Southern Entrance on 
Moorefield Road, then take the stairs up to the Trust Room. 
There’s also a lift available.

Facilities? 
There will be tables and chairs, and we will be able to provide 
the usual tea and coffee.  Home baking is very welcome!
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Images: Kevin Trew 

B-52 in 1/144 (probably?!)

January show and tell
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Ian Middleton - 1/35 Takom Chieftain Mk 10 - 1st 
place Class B5 Military Vehicles Box Stock

Kevin Trew’s Hasegawa 1/72 Su-27 in Ukrainian digital camo
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Ian Middleton - 1/35 Tamiya Challenger II - 2nd place  ClassB5

Ian Middleton - 1/35 Takom Chieftain Mk 10 - 1st 
place Class B5 Military Vehicles Box Stock
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It took me a year to work up the courage, and only about 5 
sheets of 0.4mm ally to get it right!

I started by making the louvres for the Pocher Alfa 
bonnet panels. I wanted to use ally because the prototype 
is unpainted on the inside, and the best way to replicate 
unpainted ally is with..... You’re vway ahead of me! 

0.4 mm sheet, available from K&S, scales up to 3.2mm in 
1/8 scale, so it’s around scale thickness. I’ve used the same 
sheet in 1/12 scale as well. 

To start with you’ll need a hand press. I had a secondhand 
one, so used that, but a pillar drill will do just as well - as 
long as you can stop the rotation. 

The male and female tools are made from a scrap piece 
of steel. The female can just be a slot, the same width as 
the outside of the finished louvre. The male tool forms the 
inside profile of the louvre so needs to be sized accordingly. 
It’s important to leave enough room for the material 
between the parts of the tool...

Notice that the edge that cuts the slot (it does the cutting 
and forming in one operation) is dead flat on the cutting 
side. It needs to be a close fit to the edge of the slot to shear 
the metal. I must have formed about 150 louvres while 
experimenting on the Alfa, and it did eventually blunt. The 
advantage of a cutting face on the edge of the tool is that 
it’s easy to re-sharpen it on an oilstone and get the edge 
back again. The other side is profiled to suit the inside of 
the shape. A file on the corners and a cleanup with emery 
is all it needs. 

The most important part is to get the alignment of the tool 
correct. A tight sliding fit, with the cutter parallel to the 
edge of the slot is what’s needed. Trial cuts will show if it’s 
not right, the metal doesn’t cut cleanly, and the top surface 
of the louvre won’t be parallel to the sheet. 

Note that I’d made a complex inset for the female tool. It 
isn’t necessary, nowadays I tend to make a longer slot than 
necessary and I can use it for multiple widths of the male 
tool. 

In order to align the louvres, I clamped a fence to the press 
at the back of the sheet. The gap between the louvres is set 
by the width from the edge of the slot to the edge of the 
tool - the previous louvre sits against the edge, and that 
aligns the next one. It does mean that you need different 
slot edge distances for different pitches though. 

I have seen tooling where the slot is filed into the edge of 
a block, and a plate clamped to the end to make the other 

edge - a good alternative if you don’t have a mill. Which 
reminds me - the louvres are cut into un-annealed plate, 
cut to the right shape for the panel. If the panel needs to 
be curved, it will be easier (much!) if it’s annealed - after 
pressing. 

Annealing is very quick to do. Get some household soap 
(I use Knight’s Castile, it’s what was lurking in the bottom 

Metal louvres - A Primer
Jo Martin

The basic setup

The male tool

Cutting louvres
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of the bathroom cupboard) and rub it over the sheet 
so that you can actually see a deposit.  Use a flame 
(e.g. butane torch) to gently heat the metal. As soon as 
the soap turns brown/black remove the heat and drop 
the sheet into water. It will now be pliable enough to 
form, either over a former, or with your fingers. It’s 
imperative not to overheat the ally - there’s a fine line 
between anneal and slump.... 

The tooling can also be brass, but will wear quicker. 
Mine was made from scraps of what was lying around. 

I’ve tried the tooling on 0.9mm ally and it works fine. The 
louvres shown in the images are about 13mm long and 1.5 
mm wide. 

A section of louvres from the outside, with a mist of primer (and 
dust!) on them 

The finished product
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Decals For Sale
• Decals available to club members from the estate of John Cummins.  If you are interested in viewing or purchase please 

contact Bruce Patchett gbpatchett@gmail.com, or see Bruce at the next club night.

January Club night
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