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From the Editor

Those of you who follow the SMW Facebook page will know that
I am taking over the editorship of the newsletter from Will Vale.
Will deserves a serious vote of thanks for turning the newsletter
into something more worthy of magazine status – hopefully after
a few months I’ll be able to achieve something similar!
I’m not big on editorialising, but having recently rejoined the
club after about 10 years overseas it’s great to see the Club in
such good heart. Attendance at the few meetings I have been
to has been very good, with a large volume of really high quality
work on display.
It is going to be a busy few months for the Club with the
nationals this month, Railex and the Club champs in November,
and a long lead in for the Model Expo next year. I’m looking
forward to getting stuck in with the committee and meeting
more members. Please contact me with any ideas or submissions
for the newsletter - I’m keen to keep up Will’s good work, but
in the end the newsletter can only be as good as the members’
contributions make it.
I may even manage to finish a kit before the year is out…
Aaron Smith
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Silent Auction
Thanks to everyone who participated in last month’s silent
auction. I’m sure there were some worthwhile additions to
members’ reference libraries and toolkits.

Club Venue

We raised $189 on the night and a late sale of $6.00 made a
grand total of $195 for our junior section. That is a pleasing
effort as this year’s budget for the juniors is $200.
Bruce Patchett
Treasurer

Buy, Sell & Swap at Club Nights
After the very busy August meeting, the committee has been
discussing the issue of those who wish to bring along items to
sell or swap with other club members.
While the committee has no intention at all of putting a stop to
members selling etc. at club nights, we do feel that it would be
a good idea for anyone wishing to sell things at a club meeting,
that they could please contact the committee no later than 24
hours beforehand – i.e. no later than the Tuesday (Monday or
the weekend would be better!) to ensure that space can be provided for that member to show off their wares.
The reasoning for this is simply because we don’t have the space
in the Johnsonville Community Centre that we used to have in
our old room at the Petone Working Men’s Club – and the committee wants to make sure that allowance can be made for those
wishing to sell or swap without compromising whatever activity
or event is planned for that club night.
Once again; we have no intention of stopping members from
selling at club nights – we just want to make sure that the meetings run smoothly for everyone!
Please contact either the committee or myself directly mike.regan@slingshot.co.nz
Mike Regan
President

When?

Last Wednesday of each month at 19.30.
All meetings for 2017 will be at the new location.

Where?

We are now using the Trust Room at the Johnsonville
Community Centre, 3 Frankmore Avenue, Johnsonville.

How do I get there?
Exit SH1 north- or south-bound at Johnsonville and once you
get to the main roundabout turn down Moorefield Road. The
Community Centre will be on your right, and you can get to the
Trust Room from the Moorefield Road entrance.

Car parking?

Parking is available around the Community Centre building, on
Frankmoore Avenue and Moorefield Road. Additional parking
can be found across Moorefield Road by Johnsonville railway
station and in the Mall car-park.

Room location?

Enter the Community hall from the Southern Entrance on
Moorefield Road, then take the stairs up to the Trust Room.
There’s also a lift available.

Facilities?
Disclaimer

Opinions expressed in a newsletter article are solely those of the
article’s author and do not necessarily reflect the policy and the
rules of Scale Models Wellington IPMS Incorporated.
The editor reserves the right not to publish material which
may bring Scale Models Wellington IPMS Incorporated into
disrepute, and may edit copy to fit the newsletter. Anonymous,
abusive or offensive material will not be published.

There will be tables and chairs, and we will be able to provide the
usual tea and coffee.

Other questions?

We’ve booked the Trust Room through to the end of 2017.
That will give us a fair chance to get the new location to work
for everyone. If it doesn’t then the committee will look at other
options.

Articles published in this newsletter may be republished if the
source and author are acknowledged.
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August Show & Tell

Photos: Kevin TRew, Editor

Zoids Pteras - Will Vale

Phillip Zane showed an incredible range of subjects with a MadMax diorama, 1/9 Italeri
Triumph, Pontiac GTO, Jolly Roger ship from Peter Pan, and vac-form Fokker (D.VIII?)
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Ray Thorpe’s 1/72 Dragon Jagdtiger

James Fahey showed an impressive array of figures from Reedoak,
Preiser, and Bravo 6

Bruce Adam’s WIP Meng King Tiger

Paul Scadden’s Escort XR3i

Phillip Zane’s Jolly Roger

John Sutherland’s destroyers
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Rick Lowe’s S&T models included a modified WAAF figure, WIP Me-262 , an OV10
Bronco in notional US Army markings, and a another modified aircraft...

Marc Marchal’s 1/72 Bf.109 and P51
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A brace of very fine Y-Wing Starfighters by Tony (above) and David Johnson (below)

David Barnes’ airbrushing practice!

Bruce Adam’s WIP King Tiger
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REvell 1/32 F4-E Phantom
Hasitha Mananwatte

History

The McDonell Douglas F-4 Phantom II doesn’t need too much
introduction. Originally designed as a navy fleet defence fighter
and entering service in 1960, it was quickly adopted by the US Air
Force and Marine Corps and as such became synonymous with
the Vietnam war. In addition to its use by the United States armed
forces it was adopted as a frontline fighter in many countries. The
F-4E was a major development in the Air Force line of F-4’s as
it was the first of the variant that was equipped with the M61
Vulcan Gatling gun internally, and nose of the aircraft was
considerably changed from previous version with the inclusion of
the gun and the smaller AN/APQ-120 radar. It also had uprated
J79 engines to deal with the extra weight, as well as new Martin
Baker H7 ejection seats. In addition to military use notably by the
USAF, Luftwaffe, RAAF and the Israeli Defense force, the F-4E
was used by the Thunderbirds display team; contrary to popular
belief these were not modified production machines but dedicated
display aircraft. The Phantom lasted a long time in service with
the USAF only phasing out the type in 2016.

The Kit

Revell has had a long history with the F-4 in 1/32 scale with the
original iteration being released in 1974. The kit was extensively
re-tooled in 1994 which gave a relatively modern large-scale
F-4. In terms of detail and construction the Revell kit pales in
comparison to the Tamiya kits, however generally the Revell
options are cheaper and cover the RF-4 and F-4F series. The
Revell kit is the only option to portray a slatted wing aircraft
straight from the box.

Construction

Construction starts as usual with the cockpit after building the
F-4F from Revell I was expecting the cockpit to be the same

however they are not. The ejection seats were a bit difficult to align
due to the lack of locating pins, so after struggling with these for a
while I elected to replace the cockpit with the Legend Productions
resin cockpit. This served the dual purpose of increasing the detail
in the cockpit as well as adding weight to the nose (1/32 F-4’s do
not need any nose weight to stop them becoming tail sitters). The
legend set is basically a drop-in replacement with only a small
sliver of plastic needing to be shaved from the rear decking aft
of the second cockpit. The kit includes a decent representation
of the radar - it’s not great but it’s better than nothing. I left
the radar out to simplify construction since I was going to leave
the radome closed. The next step was to assemble the forward
fuselage; this is probably one of the worse fitting areas of the kit
as there is nothing to stop the upper section from curving in to
be smaller than the edges of the lower section. The solution to
this I found was to fabricate a small shim to apply to the inside
of the upper section, forcing the upper section to line up with the
lower part. The next stage of construction was a bit more pleasant
with the rear fuselage, wings and tail planes fitting without too
much fuss and only a bit of filler required. The intakes are by far
the worst area of the kit; internally they don’t resemble the real
thing at all and resin intakes are highly recommended! Externally
they posed a problem as they did not sit flush at all – granted the
join was on a natural panel line but it was too rough to pass off
as it was so I Dremelled the offending parts to sit flush against
the fuselage. This was then puttied over and rescribed. The join
between the front and rear sections was easily cleaned up with a
bit of light sanding, and ancillaries on the fuselage fitted without
any problems. The landing gear is of adequate strength for a kit
of this size and assembles without any problems, the it offers the
option of either flattened wheels or standard wheels. To give the
impression of a heavy aircraft I chose the flattened wheels. The
kit only gives you the option of having the speed brakes extended
however it is easy enough to have them retracted, they fit flush
with only a smidge of extra thin cement. Ordnance is provided
in the form of AIM-7’s, AIM-9’s, drop tanks and ECM pods. I
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scale aircraft. The kit includes a boarding ladder but I didn’t
even attempt to build this.

Painting and Finishing

This was the last large-scale F-4E for my collection so I
thought it’d be nice to do the option from the Missouri Air
Guard. The alternative option was for an aircraft finished in
the euro one scheme that had a tiger motif painted on it for
a tiger meet. I started by applying a pre-shade of Tamiya XF69 NATO Black to all major panel lines. For the camouflage
colours I used XF-83 as a substitute for FS36270 Haze Grey
and XF-77 as a substitute for FS36118 Gunship Grey. After
the colour coats I misted a couple of coats of TS-13 gloss clear
in preparation for decals and weathering. The decals were a
bit of a worry for me as they were printed in 1998 and had
yellowed badly. I sort of resolved the yellowing by leaving the
decals in sunlight for a couple of weeks, however they were
still thick and refused to settle down easily with Microsol
and Microset. In terms of weathering I elected to leave the
aircraft relatively clean as it was a commemorative aircraft and
as such the airframe was treated to a couple of AK Interactive
washes, the exhaust and metallic areas received a wash of AK
Interactive’s “engine and turbine” wash. After the exhaust wash
was dry the area was brushed over with Tamiya gunmetal and
titanium pigments. After all this the aircraft received a coat of
gunze flat clear which completed the build.
have never personally liked the look of F-4’s when kitted only
with missiles – they seem to be lacking something to my eye.
To make it correct to me I dug out a pair of AGM-45 Shrikes
and their launch adapter from the Trumpeter USAF weapons
set, these were then mated to the inboard pylons without too
much of an issue. The last step in construction was to attach the
canopies, which were a perfect fit with only a smear of extra
thin being needed to cement them in the closed position. In
my example, the canopies had a few light scratches on them
which I removed using a product called Plexus. Plexus is a form
of plastic polish that is commonly used in the aviation industry
to clean and polish aircraft windscreens and canopies, I’m lucky
enough to be in a position where I can collect the used cloths
when they are no longer suitable to be used on aircraft – at
this point the rags have a layer of Plexus on them which I then
bring home and use to shine and polish the canopies of my

Conclusion

Given the circumstances this is a good kit, it is by no means
a replacement for the Tamiya kit but with a bit of work it can
build up into a decent looking F-4. This was my 20th F-4 in
total and as such I wanted to make it up in a special scheme
and the decal options in the kit allowed me to do exactly that,
it now joins the rest of the F-4’s in the cabinets.
About the modeller: Hasitha began modelling when he was 12
but got really interested and serious about it after joining Scale
Models Wellington’s junior group. He is a pilot currently flying
vintage aircraft and a technical manager at the Bulls Flying Doctor
Service where most of his model collection resides. His interests in
modelling include anything large but mostly he builds 1/32 aircraft
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Build the Same Kit competition

Photos: Kevin Trew, EDitor

Greg Jaques ‘Winning Entry in the Airfix 1/48 Ju-87

BSK Results

Airfix 1/48 Ju87 Stuka
1st - Greg Jaques
2nd - John Pryor

Thanks to the judges: Mike
Regan, Ray Thorpe, Bruce
Patchett, and Rick Lowe

3rd - Marc Marchal
S&M Models 1/144 Vickers
Viscount
1st - Geoff Warren
2nd - Geoff Warren
3rd - Kevin Trew
Meng Model 1/35 King Tiger
1st - Ray Thorpe
2nd - Ian Middleton
3rd - Peter White

Marc Marchal - 3rd Place

Sam Hall’s entry
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Geoff Warren’s winning 1/144 Vickers Viscount

Bruce’s Corsair, P-40 Kittyhawk and Dauntless
Geoff Warren’s second Viscount, in second place!

John Sutherland’s SkyBus Viscount

Third place went to Kevin Trew’s Eagle Airways Viscount
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Ray Thorpe’s remarkable ‘what if ’ took first place in the Meng 1/35 King Tiger category

Second place went to Ian Middleton

Aaron Smith’s entry (still WIP)

Peter White’s ‘target’ took third
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Seafire IIIc – The Definitive Merlin Seafire
Mike regan

the Seafire.
Introduced into Fleet service in November 1943, the Seafire
Mk.IIIc was the definitive Merlin Seafire.
It was the first member of the Seafire family to have folding
wings and the Merlin 55 engine was fitted as standard. Also

Post WW2, the Seafire III remained in Fleet Air Arm service
in a second-line role with training units and some were passed
on to the re-formed French Aeronavale, where they saw service
over Indochina. These Seafires were pretty much clapped-out
by the time the French got them and they only lasted a year
before being replaced with newer American aircraft. A number
of Seafire IIIs also saw service with the Irish Air Corps after
being de-navalised with the removal of catapult and arrester gear.

The Kit
Special Hobby’s 1/48th scale Seafire III has been around for
several years now and at present there are three boxings available;
the original “Last Fights Over The Pacific”, “D-Day Fleet Eyes”
and “Aeronavale/Irish Air Corps”. The first release has markings
for Seafires of the British Pacific Fleet, including markings
for the Seafires involved in that last combat near Tokyo. The
second boxing has markings for two Seafire IIIs from the Naval
Aircraft Spotting Pool, a joint U.S. Navy/Royal Navy unit set
up to provide gunnery spotting for warships off the Normandy
beaches; markings for two Seafires are included, one with clipped
wings and one with full-span wings, the latter was flown by a
Kiwi pilot. The last boxing has markings for two French and one
Irish Seafire.

standard was a four-blade propeller and six-stack exhausts.The
type would see service around the world with the Royal Navy’s
Fleet Air Arm and would have the distinction of claiming the
last enemy aircraft to be shot down in WW2 by British aircraft
when Seafires of the British Pacific Fleet engaged Japanese
Zeros over Odaki Bay, south of Tokyo on the morning of August
15th 1945. In a sense the Fleet Air Arm had come full circle, as
it was Royal Navy Skuas that claimed the first enemy aircraft to
fall to British fighters when they brought down a Dornier Do 18
flying boat in September 1939.
The introduction of folding wings (manually folded or extended
by the deck crew) was not without issues - a number of Seafire
IIIs were lost when their wings came apart in combat. This was
initally put down to flak damage, but postwar analysis showed
that the bolts along the wing folds were being over-stressed
when pulling out of dives and shearing off – nasty.
Only a hundred or so Seafire IIIs were actually built – the major
variant was the Seafire L.IIIc, optimised for low/medium altitude
performance with a Merlin 55M engine under the bonnet. Some
1200 plus Seafire L.IIIc’s were built, along with a handful of
Seafire FR.IIIc’s fitted with oblique cameras.
The fitting of the low-level optimised Merlin 55M engine meant
that the Seafire L.IIIc was easily the quickest low/medium
altitude fleet defense fighter around in 1944-45, even taking into
account types such as the Hellcat and Corsair. The traditional
weaknesses of the Seafire remained, however; a basically fragile
airframe with poor deck handling and the always short range of

All three kits are typical Special Hobby; short-run affairs that
need that little extra care and “modelling skills required” and
all are injected plastic with a fret of brass photo-etch for the
instrument panel, seat harness and other detail parts. The main
point of difference between the Special Hobby Seafire II and
this kit is the presence of acompletely new wing sprue; the break
lines for the wing folds are clearly engraved and only one cannon
in each wing is catered for; in service, it was quickly realised that
the extra weight and drag penalties that would be incurred by
having two cannon in each wing was unacceptable in the Seafire
(and rare in Spitfires, too) and the Seafire “C” wing soon went
to a default configuration of a single cannon fairing with the
outboard cannon hole plugged and the narrow wing blisters were
standard – although as always, there was the odd exception to
this!
Construction is typical of a Special Hobby kit; fit is always an
issue and the usual drill of “check, check, and check again; trim
where needed, insert expletives where needed and use CA glue
where needed” is followed. The cockpit is nicely appointed with
a P/E instrument panel and Sutton harness, as well as footstraps
for the rudder pedals and a couple of items for the side walls
also being photo-etch. The wings go together reasonably well
for a limited-run kit; there are inserts for each wheel well and
the radiator and oil coolers are a so-so fit; both require some
trimming and fiddling to get into place.
The fit of the assembled wing to the fuselage is not brilliant
and it’s a matter of test-fitting and trimming where required to
get the best result – once the glue has set, it’s filler time. One
bugbear with these Special Hobby Seafire kits is the clear parts;
the windscreen and rear fairing aren’t too bad fit-wise, but the
main canopy is another story; it’s a bit too thick for displaying
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open and it doesn’t fit well when closed up,
either. The best solution is either to use the
appropriate Squadron Canopy or invest in
Falcon Cleavax set 51, the Spitfire Special.
“Just to be different” I fitted one of the three
slipper tanks included with the kit to my
Seafire; in real life these things whilst giving
increased range to the Seafire also provided
both weight and drag penalties which tended
to offset the benefits of the extra range. Once
enterprising air wing with the British Pacific
Fleet found a better solution; trading with the
Americans for P-40 drop tanks. Two cases of
Johnnie Walker whiskey would secure sixty
drop tanks in return!

Colours and Markings
The vast majority of Seafire IIIs were finished
in the Temperate Sea Scheme of Dark Slate
Grey, Extra Dark Sea Grey and Sky. My
model is no exception to this. I had planned
to finish the model in Brithsh Pacific Fleet markings with the
“American-style” roundel and bar markings, but instead I went
for an aircraft of 807 Naval Air Squadron, British East Indies
Fleet that was embarked on H.M.S. Hunter in mid-1945. The
fact that “my” Seafire was flown by a Kiwi pilot also helped – one
Sub Lieutenant F. Logie, RNZN.
Xtracolour enamels were used for the main colours and Testors
white was used for the ID bands on the wings, tailplane and the
white spinner. The decals are from an Xtradecal sheet that I’ve
had in the stash for several years. This was my fourth Special
Hobby Seafire, after
two Seafire Mk,XVs and a Seafire
II (built as a Seafire
(Hybrid) II – but that’s another

story!) I’m quite used to the vagaries of these kits now and they
don’t hold any surprises for me. I have another couple or three
Seafires in the stash – they are very addictive to a Fleet Air Arm
nut like me!
It would be nice to see a mainstream kit of a wartime Seafire; so
far Airfix have released very nice kits of the post-WW2 Seafire
F.17 and FR.46/47 – but their one attempt at a Seafire III was
simply awful and is best avoided. Hasegawa did a respectable
Seafire Mk.Ib – but this was their Spitire Mk.Vb with resin
conversion parts – a decent mainstream kit of a Seafire IIIc
would be well-received by many modellers.
Mike Regan.
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Junior Modellers Ray thorpe
Hi there Junior Modellers,
As you all know by now my 15 year plus tenure as coordinator
of the JM programme ends on 28 November and Dave Johnson
has kindly volunteered to take up the reins. Dave will be joining
our sessions on October 14 and November 10 to see how things
are done and help him to prep for 2018. Being a master modeler
himself Dave is well geared to take the juniors to the next level
and keep the programme going for the next generations of
modellers.

As you can see from the happy snaps below to keep up with the
“Juniordashians” I had to lift my game big time for my entry into
Adult Build the Same Kit (BSK). Although not surprisingly in
comparison to the juniors the number of Adult BSK entries was
well below par compared to the JM participation rate. Here are
few W.I.P. shots on my King Tiger built for my adult BSK which
compared to your efforts looks almost as good.

End of Year Club Competition 11 November 2017
Thanks to our generous sponsors and donations by numerous
club members, we have a stack of great prizes to cover all the
placings in each category for our juniors in the all-important
end of year Club competition.
Being well into spring, the competition is less than 10 weeks
away; building projects are well underway but not ready to be
photographed just yet.
Make the most of the October school holidays to get as much
of your modelling projects finished as best you can. In prepping
for the end of year club competition remember the basics; a
good quality build, backed by good painting and finishing, with
something different that lifts it out of the crowd makes all the
difference to the judges.
As part of the end of year prize giving on 29 November I hope to
have a short power point presentation ready to show on the night,
compressing 15 years into less than 10 minutes highlighting the
extraordinary work of our juniors past and present, to showcase
the success one of one our clubs most important initiatives.

Finished King Tiger with IFR added as a what if or were 1 of 2
of these around Berlin in 1945?

Session Dates & Theme for the rest of 2017 spring
and summer programme.
Date			Session theme
October 14		

Priming and painting.

November 10		
Finishing off for end-of-year club
competition the next day Sunday 11 November
November 11		

End of year club competition.

November 29		

End of year meeting and prize giving

Details of the venue times and programme for the club
competition and end of year prize giving will be provided in the
October newsletter.
List of junior modelers for the combined session:
Fergal, Nevan, Harrison, Madeline, Connor, Samuel, Jayden and
Cordell.
If I have missed anyone or if you would like bring a new member
along, PLEASE let me know by the Friday night before the
Saturday session. Please remember that our helpers all give up
their Saturday afternoons to help out so please make sure you
attend as many sessions as you can.
Happy Modelling
Ray and the “A Team”
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That’s all Folks!

