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You can reach the committee easily via email - individual 
email addresses are listed above, and you can contact the whole 
committee using:
• contact@scalemodelswellington.org.nz

About us
Connections is the monthly newsletter of Scale Models 
Wellington IPMS Incorporated. Scale Models Wellington 
is a society for model-makers of all types from the Greater 
Wellington area and elsewhere in the country.

We welcome new members - drop us a line using the email 
address opposite, or come along to a meeting if you’re interested.

We meet on the last Wednesday of every month except December, 
at the Johnsonville Community Centre Trust Room, upstairs on 
Moorefield Road, Johnsonville. Meetings start at 7.30pm and 
finish around 9.30pm.

Find us online
• scalemodelswellington.org.nz

• facebook.com/groups/scalemodelswellington

Contributions
We welcome article submissions, tips, and small ads - please 
email your text and accompanying images to the editor at:

• editor@scalemodelswellington.org.nz
The submission deadline for each month’s issue is the second 
Tuesday of the same month.

Images should be high quality, high resolution JPEGs. You don’t 
need to spend time formatting your text, but you must credit your 
sources for text, data and images.

Please make sure you have permission to use any images which 
you do not own.
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Club DAtes
Events calendar
24 April 2019 - Club AGM (deferred from March due to lack 
of quorum)

29 May 2019 - Club meeting (theme TBA)

26 June 2019 - Club meeting (theme TBA)

From The Editor
Another slimline issue this month!  I wasn’t able to attend the 
March meeting, so thanks to Mike Regan for providing images 
of the work on display.

I will again offer my usual plea for articles!  Submissions don’t 
have to be huge - just a quick paragraph about a new model, 
work in progress or a favourite technique will go a long way...

Looking forward to seeing everyone tomorrow night for the 
rescheduled AGM.

Aaron

Editor

Back cover:   Jo Martin’s LED-lit display cabinet - details of 
the lighting solution to follow next month!
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Disclaimer
Opinions expressed in a newsletter article are solely those of the article’s author and do not necessarily reflect the policy and the 
rules of Scale Models Wellington IPMS Incorporated. The editor reserves the right not to publish material which may bring Scale 
Models Wellington IPMS Incorporated into disrepute, and may edit copy to fit the newsletter. Anonymous, abusive or offensive 
material will not be published.  Articles published in this newsletter may be republished if the source and author are acknowledged.

Club Venue

When? 
Last Wednesday of each month (except December) at 19.30.

Where? 
Trust Room at the Johnsonville Community Centre, 3 
Frankmore Avenue, Johnsonville.

How do I get there? 
Exit SH1 north- or south-bound at Johnsonville and once 
you get to the main roundabout turn down Moorefield Road. 
The Community Centre will be on your right, and you can 
get to the Trust Room from the Moorefield Road entrance.

Car parking? 
Parking is available around the Community Centre building, 
on Frankmoore Avenue and Moorefield Road. Additional 
parking can be found across Moorefield Road by Johnsonville 
railway station and in the Mall car-park.

Room location? 
Enter the Community hall from the Southern Entrance on 
Moorefield Road, then take the stairs up to the Trust Room. 
There’s also a lift available.

Facilities? 
There will be tables and chairs, and we will be able to provide 
the usual tea and coffee.  Home baking is very welcome!
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Club NEws 
Annual General Meeting

The AGM shceduled for last month has had to be postponed 
due to the lack of sufficient members to form a quorum.  The 
meeting will therefore be held in conjunction with the normal 
monthly Club night, and in accordance with the constitution 
whoever is in attendance will form a quorum.

As always, the committee would encourage everyone to come if 
they are able and have their say on the running of the Club and 
the officers for the coming year.

Annual General Meeting Agenda

1.  Roll call for attendance register

2. Apologies

3. Minutes of the previous meeting

4. Report of the President

5. Report of the Treasurer

6. Selection of officers 

7. Setting of subscriptions 

8. Notices of motion 

9. General business 

New Zealand IPMS National Competition
NZ IPMS Nationals for 2019 will be held in Christchurch in 
September.  Full details are given on pages 10 - 15 of this news-
letter.



March Club Night Show and Tell
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Images: Mike Regan

Mike Regan’s Airfix Canberra (build feature last month) and  
Classic Airframes Vampire, both in 1/48

One of Rick Lowe’s ‘specials’ (sorry, don’t have the kit details!) Paul Cresswell ’s Airfix FW190A-8 and  Heller Chaika
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Paul Cresswell also showed off his WIP 1/72 Airfix  Arado Ar. 196

Ray Thorpe’s M1A2 TUSK (I think) in an unusual colour scheme!

Another of Rick’s conversion projects



Ever since reading Spike Milligan’s ‘mostly true’ memoir 
Rommel? Gunner Who? I have been keen to build a British 7.2 
inch howitzer.  Although Accurate Armour have produced a 

resin version for some years, 
neither my skill level nor my 
wallet could bear the price at 
about 70 pounds plus shipping.

Last year Thunder Model 
released the kit in styrene, and 
although I’ve had it for a while 
I haven’t really had a good 
look at it.  Like all TM kits, 
this one comes in a very sturdy 
flip top box that provides good 
protection for the kit.  The box 
art shows the gun ready to fire, 
with a Scammell R100 tractor 
(which TM also just happen to 
make!) in the background.  There 
are four sprues of grey styrene in 

the box, and the first surprise was the size of the model – even 
before assembly the sheer mass of the gun is apparent.  

C l o s e r 
inspection 
r e v e a l s 
some nicely 
r e n d e r e d 
detail that 
seems to 
match up 
pretty well 
with the 
l i m i t e d 
references 
I can find.  
A couple of 

small photoetched frets and a length of copper wire round out 
the package.

Moulding quality seems excellent – there is no flash apparent, 
and only one very small sink hole that will need a touch of filler.  
I haven’t done any dry fitting as yet, but the locating pins and 
holes are quite fine and look like they’ll match up nicely.

Since the 
barrel of the 
gun is so 
distinctive it 
would have 
been nice to 
have had a 
single piece 
metal one, 
but since 
it’s already a 
r e a s o n a b l y 
pricey kit it 

might have been cost prohibitive to include this upgrade.  With 
some careful sanding it will look fine, but with a big muzzle the 
lack of rifling will be evident and a PE barrel liner might be a 
good addition.

One thing I 
really like is 
the option 
of plastic or 
p h o t o e t c h 
for certain 
parts – I get 
annoyed when 
PE parts are 
so ridiculously 
fine that they 
add little to 
the finished 

product, not to mention areas where skinny bits of brass are 
ridiculously underscale.

Overall, this looks like a really nice kit but at around $90 for  
about 150 parts it does come with a pretty hefty price tag.  If, 
like me, you have an interest in British artillery or this gun in 
particular then it looks like it will be a rewarding build.

In-box review – Thunder Model 1/35 7.2 inch gun
WOrds and pictures: Editor
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International Plastic Modellers Society, Christchurch. (Inc) 

2019 New Zealand I.P.M.S National Competition 
Class List 

 
Class A – Aircraft 
 

A1 NZ Aircraft 
A2 Military Aircraft Smaller than 1/48 – Single Prop 
A3 Military Aircraft Smaller than 1/48 – Multi Prop 
A4 Military Aircraft Smaller than 1/48 – Jet 
A5 Military Aircraft 1/48 – Single Prop 
A6 Military Aircraft 1/48 – Multi Prop 
A7 Military Aircraft 1/48 – Jet 
A8 Military Aircraft 1/32-1/24 – WW1 
A9 Military Aircraft 1/32-1/24 – WW2 
A10 Military Aircraft 1/32-1/24 – Post WW2 
A11 Helicopters – All Scales 
A12 Civilian Aircraft – All Scales 
A13 Box Stock – All Scales 

 
Class B – Military Vehicles 
 

B1 NZ Military Vehicles 
B2 Military Vehicles Smaller than 1/48 – WW2 and earlier 
B3 Military Vehicles Smaller than 1/48 – Post WW2 
B4 Military Vehicles & Equipment 1/48 
B5 Armoured Vehicles 1/35-1/32 WW2 and earlier 
B6 Armoured Vehicles 1/35-1/32 WW2 – Post WW2 
B7 Soft Skinned Vehicles 1/35-1/32 – All Types 
B8 Towed Artillery & Miscellaneous Military Equipment 
B9 Military Vehicles 1/16 – All Types 
B10 Box Stock – All Scales 

 
Class C – Civilian Vehicles 
 
 C1 NZ Vehicles 
 C2 Vehicle – Open Wheel 
 C3 Vehicles – Factory Stock 
 C4 Vehicles – Modified (Custom/Hotrod/Tuner) 
 C5 Vehicles – Closed Wheel 
 C6 Motorcycles 
 C7 Trucks & Commercials 
 C8 Box Stock – All Scales 
 
Class D – Dioramas 
 
 D1 Diorama – All Types 
 
Class E – Ships 
 
E1 Ships – 1/500 and Smaller 
E2 Ships – Larger than 1/500 
E3 Ships – 1/48 and Larger 
E4 Submarines – All Scales 
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International Plastic Modellers Society, Christchurch. (Inc) 

Class F – Figures 
 
 F1 NZ Figures 
 F2 Figures – Smaller than 120mm (1/16) 
 F3 Figures – 120mm (1/16) and Larger 
 F4 Busts 
 F5 Vignettes 
 F6 Fantasy Figures 
 
Class G – Science, Sci-Fi & Miscellaneous 
 
 G1 Fictional Craft 
 G2 Missiles and Vehicles 
 G3 Real Spacecraft 
 G4 Collections 
 G5 Any Subject not covered elsewhere 
  
Class J – Junior 
 
 J1 Aircraft 
 J2 Military 
 J3 Civilian Vehicles 
 J4 Figures 
 J5 Ships 
 J6 Sci-fi and Miscellaneous 
 J7 Diorama 
 
Class K – Constructors Class 
 
 K1 Constructed but Unpainted Models – All Types & Scales 
 
Class N – Non I.P.M.S 
 
 N1 Aircraft 
 N2 Military 
 N3 Civilian Vehicles 
 N4 Figures 
 N5 Sci fi and Miscellaneous 
 
  



International Plastic Modellers Society, Christchurch. (Inc) 

2019 New Zealand I.P.M.S National Competition Rules 
 
 
The 2019 New Zealand IPMS National Competition Chief Judge is Mr. Leslie Smith. 
 
 

1. Place getting models in any previous I.P.M.S National Competitions (i.e. 1st, 2nd and 
3rd) are not eligible to re-enter the 2019 I.P.M.S National Competition. Any model 
that has been previously placed as above can be placed in the Model Expo section. 

 
2. Awards will be by Gold, Silver, Bronze and Highly Commended ribbon with 1st, 2nd 

and 3rd place awarded in each class.  
 

3. Models will be judged by I.P.M.S Christchurch appointed judges. Please indicate your 
availability when entering if you are able to assist with judging. Entries shall be 
judged according to the I.P.M.S Christchurch judging guide.  

 
4. All judge’s decisions are final. No debate or correspondence will be entered into. 

Feedback from judges is permitted on Sunday the 8th once all judging is complete. 
This allows a modeler to improve by receiving constructive feedback. 

 
5. To be eligible for “Best NZ Subject” the model must be entered in the appropriate NZ 

section. The only exceptions to this will be NZ subjects in Diorama, Ships, Science-
Sci-Fi & Miscellaneous and the Junior class. 

 
6. To be eligible for “Best D-Day & Normandy Campaign Subject” the model must 

depict an aircraft, vehicle, figure or ship/boat that took part in the Normandy 
Campaign between 6 June and 30 August 1944. Please indicate this when entering. 

 
7. To be eligible for “Best Constructed Subject” the model must have been completely 

constructed with no paint applied. 
 

8. Collections will consist of 4 or more closely related items (eg: four different WW2 
tanks would not be a collection but four Sherman tanks would). The collection must 
be the sole work of the entrant. 

 
9. Bases are allowed in all categories. They will not be considered in the judging except 

in the diorama or vignette’s classes or where 2 models may be tied for a placing. All 
endeavors will be made not to handle models not on a base. 
Any models entered on bases must be securely fixed to that base or it 
must be made clear that the model is not fixed to that base. 

 
10. A diorama shall generally be aircraft and or vehicles with figures on a single scenic 

base depicting a scene. Note: a single figure, vehicle or aircraft displayed on a base 
with ground cover will not constitute a diorama. A vignette shall generally be 2-3 
figures on a single scenic base depicting a scene. 

 
11. Box stock classes are intended to recognize excellent models produced from the 

materials provided in the box from the manufacturer. For those entering Box Stock 
please note the following: 
 
- Original instructions must be supplied with your entry. 
- Alternative decals may be used. 
- No aftermarket or scratch built detailing allowed. 



International Plastic Modellers Society, Christchurch. (Inc) 

- No alterations are to be made to the material of the kit (i.e. no thinning of edges, 
no drilling of parts. 

- Panel lines may be repaired if damaged during construction. Extensive rescribing 
of panel lines is not permitted. 

 
12. Entries may comprise of any generally accepted modeling material (i.e. plastic, resin, 

wood or metal). All models must have been built and painted by the entrant. 
 

13. Junior class entrants must be 16 years of age or younger at the time of the 
competition. 

 
14. Final class and category placement of models is at the discretion of the Competition 

Committee. 
 

15. I.P.M.S Christchurch will take all care with your models but will accept no 
responsibility for any damage that may occur. 

 
16. Entries may be removed from the tables from 3pm, Sunday 8th of September. If you 

need to remove your model earlier please organize this when entering with the 
competition committee. 

 
 
 
 



At the February Club meeting Jo Martin demonstrated his 
excellent (and cheap!) lighting solution.  Sourced directly from 
Alibaba, Jo’s rig was built from LED light strips which can be 
bought for less less than $2 per metre!

The products Jo used are all shown on this page, and assembly 

requires only a little soldering knowledge.  Jo has kindly 
volunteered to talk through the setup with anyone who is 
interested!

The results can be seen (yes, again) on the back cover of this issue.

The light stuff -  Jo Martin’s LED lighting
WOrds and pictures: Editor
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